Changes in peripheral blood lymphocyte subset frequencies in myasthenia gravis patients are related to immunosuppression.
Surface antigens on peripheral blood lymphocytes from myasthenia gravis patients were investigated. The expression of DR+ and CD8+/DR+ T lymphocytes was increased and the expression of CD4+ T cells reduced. Neither thymectomy, clinical condition nor anti-acetylcholine receptor antibody titre correlated with any of the changes in peripheral blood lymphocyte subsets observed. However, immunosuppressive therapy correlated with the significant reduction in CD4+ and CD2+/CD4+ T cells in these patients.